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DESTRUCTIVE DEFORESTATION IN EAST GERMANY, 1945-1954

This report gives information on the effects of land reform and
collectivization ip forestry in the Soviet Zone of Germany, standing
timber and lumbering according to Soviet plan targets, the organiza-
tion of transport apnd dlstribution, Teparations deliveries and forced
exports of forestry products, neglect of timber reserves and of retbr-
estation, the SED personnel policy in the forestry service, organizg-
tion of the East Cerman forestry administration, and exploitation of

More than 136 million cubic meters of tipber hag been cut in the Soviet
Zene of Germany from the beginning of the Soviet Occupation to late 1953. The
Plan figures for the annual timber cutting were set by the Soviet occupation
pover, and the SED guaranteed fulfillment of the plan by the use of terror
against the forestry service technicians and lumbermen,

The greater share of the cut timber went as reparations or as forced ex-
Ports to the Soviet bloc countries and also to their trade partners. A con-
slderable share was useqd by the occupation forces.

The following statistics give some indications as to the extent of repa-
rations shipments of tirber from East German forests, During l9h9, the number
of railroad cars which rolled each month to the East, loaded with timber and
lumber, averaged 7,500 to 8,000. Between 1947 ang 1652, [prefabricated] wooden
houses of first-quality wood with a floor area of over 3 million square neters
vere delivered for reparations account. During June 1954, more than 1,000
railroad cars passed through Frankfurt/Oder en route to the USSR with [pre-
Tabricated] wooden houses ana furniture.

These arbitrarily selected examples show the contradictory manner in which
East Germany, which, in comparison with its domestic demand, is poor in food
resources and formerly imported lumber from other countries including the USSR,
was forced to export wood.

The last example cited above indicates that, after the official termina-
tion of reparations, the shipments of wood and wood products for the occupation
power did not diminish. In addition to [prefabricated] wooden houses, furpi:
ture, cellulose, paper, railroad ties, and pit wood, timter is also exported
now as in previous years to Soviet bloe countries, particularly to the USSR,
which itself abounds in forests.
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During the last % years, the population of the Soviet Zone has suffered
directly from this destructive deforestation, and it is stil} subJected to
rany sacrifices. Too 1little wcod is made available for the demands of the
public. Fyrniture ig available in limited quantity and poor quality, and it
is very expensive. Wood Supplies for paper production are also extremely
short. Even the HOs and the consumer cooperative stores do not have enough

> Laper btags and wWrapping material. Cardboard is a bottleneck in the entire
ccosumer geods industry.

Eazt German plan figure for 195% and 1953, as well as the long-range
P plan up to 1950, leave no doust that wood and wood products will continue to
be diverted from the population to the Sovie: Ccccupation pover and its puppet,
the CED government .

The destructive deforestation of East German Forests is accompanied by a
reckless exploitation of all forestry workers. The wages of lumbermen are de-
plorably low and, like all Wwages ir the Soviet Zone, have little purchasing
29798C. A systen of work norms which is tied to the low level of wages forces v
the woriers to cverexersions. In addition, they have little suitable work
clething, particularly shoes. Mcdern timber cutting tools are also in very
short Supply. Motor gaws in Operating condition are seen very infrequently.,
Ever cuet siupie matual tools as axes and saws are of poor quality and demand
n-reased work elrorss.

The Fast German economic plan systematically neglects the needs of the
forestry service ip regard to techniecal supplies in favor of cther plan goals.
Tais 15 aleo the casa with coasumer goods preduction genarally,

it Of the total of about 2 million hectares of state-exploited woodlands,
the Joviet Zone has already completely deforasted a total of 600,000 hectares,
and a further area of 750,005 hectares has only half of its Previous stand of
timber. Reforestation measures taken up to the present time are so limited in
scope Lhat it will talke about 160 vears to repair the damages inflicted on the
Ucrests.

The measures Lalker vy thz Soviet occupation power to change ownership
conditions in the forestry field served marely to tie forestry exploitation
into the organizational system of the monopolistic dictatorial economy. Dur-
ing the so-called lang reform, about 825,000 hectares of privately owned forest
lands were exprorriated from landownern holding 100 hectares or more. Of this
fotal, about 457,000 hectarss were distrituted to small agricultural enter-

' vrises.  Under conditions in the Soviet Zone and with operating capital in
short supply, these enterprises were too small to be economically viable, and
“ore forced to exploit thejr forest lands ieyond reason. After this reform of
forest lands, the small agricultural cnterprises with less than 100 hectares
per “arm controlled a total of 973,050 hectares of {orest lands, but of these,
nearly Lwo thirds, or about 550,000 hectares, were split up into little patches
of up tc 5 hectares. However, che right of exploitation of forest lands was
soor. taken away even from those agricultural enterprises which were not ex-
propriated in the land reform, tut which to soma extant vrofited from it. This
was done through an expleitation control instituted by the SED government.

Further, in wid-1952, the collectivization drive was launched, under
terms of which all agricultura: and forest lands still formally under private
ownershir are scheduled teo expropriated and reorzanized into agricultural pro-
ducer cooperatives (LPGs) and state-owned Tarms {(VE-Gueter).
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During the first wave of collectivization from ®id-1952 to the workers?
revolt in June 1953, a large Proportion of the agricultural and forestry lands
were expropriated. Forest lands held by enterprises not yet expropriated or
collectivized have already been organized into “forestry cooperatives" (Wald-

[ gemeinschaften) under the administrative control of the Kreis couneils, which
exploit the lands in accordance with the targets of the SED economic plan,

Thus the entire forest land of the Soviet Zone is teing incorporated into
the monopolistic econony of the SED dictatorship, and the sovietization of the
forest lands is teing expanded. This does not proceed without opposition,

The forestry experts have resisted the destructive deforestation with a1l ap-
bropriate means and have done their vest to wodify the more extreme measures,
For this reascn the SED has purged the forestry feree in its usual manner, has
eliminated most of the skilled, experienced wen, and has replaced then with
unskilled, inexperienced, but faithful party-liners. The criterion applied in
the selection of these SED cadres was g willingness to fulfill the Soviet pro-
duction quota and to exploit the forestry workers to the limits of their
sirength in their pursuts of the destructive deforestation program, .

Hewever, not all of the men selected by the SED have reacted as expected.
Many of vhem, together with the held-over older experts, still place the long-
terz interests of the German people ahead of other considerations and do all
shey can by Yay of personal initiative and sacrifice to protect the forest re-
serves from the policy of destructive deforestation,

It is typical of the cynicism of the SED dictatorship that Rau, membter of
the Central Committee of the SED, has announced that 1t wil} only be a question
of time before the Tegime also administers the forest resources of West Germany.
He made this statement in hig capacity as chairman of the State Planning Com-
misslon, at a time when the forestry experts told him that standing timber in
East Germany was less than the plan goal set tor 1954 ana 1595, and that cute
ting at this rate could only te done at the expense of future timber resources,
Furthermore, the Central Committee of the SED, explaining %o the forestry school
of the Soviet Zone its request for an extremely large number of forestry stu-
dents, said that these experts would be needed to administer West German for-

ests!
I. EFFECTS OF LAND REFORM AND COLLECTIVIZATION IX FORESTRY

In 1945, before the lapg reform, the forest area of the Soviet Zone of
: Cermany was as follows (in 1,000 heetgres):

Private Forests

State Communa 1 Over Up to
Leender Forests Forests 100 ha 100 ha Total
Mecklenburg 252 35 ks 19 451,
Brandenburg Loz 6y 3c0 122 &9k
Sacheen-Anhalt . 122 19 168 249 559
Sachsen 188 Lg 133 103 473
’ Thuerlngen 198 75 8o 2 Lo
Total 1,162 248 g26 636 2,871 ‘
- 3 -
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This distribuvion of ownership was greatly changed by the land reform,
during the course o which the Tollowing forest areas were expropriated as of
1 January 1946 (later changes wvere negligible) and incorporated into the land
funds of the individual Laender (in 1,000 hectares):

State Communal Private Forests

Laender Forests Forests Over 100 ha Total
Mecklenburg 37 1 145 183
Brandenburg 19 7 3c0 3at
Sachsen-Anhalt 5 - 168 - 173
Sachsen 13 3 133 149
Thueringen y -- &o 85

Total (G 11 &26 915

According to figures as of 1 January 1947, it is reported that a total of
965,700 hectares of forest lands had teen expropriated and incorporated into
the land funds.

The taking over of state and communal forests was earried out without
being called for in the law. This was done at the initiative of the local So-
viet Krels commanders and the local SED so as to be able to distribute land
even vhere there were no private forests of more than 100 hectares. In general,
the land reform was carried out largely on the basis of local political vhim.
The purpose of the Kreis commandants was undoubtedly to try to win the new
settlers over to Communism.

Forest land was distributed from the land funds as follows (in 1,000 hec-
tares):

To New To Former To State To Communal
Laender Farmers Farmers Forests Forests Total
Mecklenburg 95 19 67 2 183
Brandenburg 156 29 88 60 327
Sachsen-An-
halt 6l - 83 25 173
Sachsen 63 2 65 19 149
Thueringen 35 1 29 19 8y
Total b2 5h 333 125 915

Although forest lands are probably the most unsuitable land for small in-
dividual exploitation, the forestry authorities failed in their efforts to
prevent the division of the forests among the new settlers and to add the ex-
propriated forest lands to the state forests,

Just how much political considerations influenced the distribution of
forest lands in the land reform can be seen from the Tact that the target of
345,000 hectares to be distributed to farmers was exceeded by 113,00C hectares,
whereas the target for distribution to communities feel 40,000 hectares below
the plan goal of 165,000 hectares.

-y -
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Yet, only about half of the forest lands
457,000 hectares, was distributed amon
3-~5 hectares, and later 8.
siderably in practice,

The division of forest reserves was carried out locally with little or
no attention paid to the requirements of good forestry practice, The crite-

rion was apparently to distribute the older, exploitable forest lands among
the farmers, while the

munal forests.

the forestry e
land reform program.
vwalde forestry school d could only be reclaimed after
long and arduous efforts.

valuable hardwood stands were divided among farmers living 30 and 50 kilo~

meters away. Only in Sachsen-Anhalt was it possible for an energetic, polit- ’
ically powerful man to correct these excesses.

The remaini

ng 458,000 hectares of forest lands of
form be

fected by the land re-
came state and commungi forests,

The distribution of the fore

8t lands under the land reform in the Soviet
Zone was as follows on 1 January

1946 (in 1,000 hectares):

State Private Forests

Laender M - including - Forests Under 100 ha
Mecklenburg L51 36 133
Brandenburg 89k 121 301
Sachsen-Anhalt 559 ks 314
Sachsen 473 66 167
Thueringen hys gl 178

Total 2,871 361 1,100

The forestry inventory carried out in the Soviet Zone in 1949 divided
the private forests into those over 5 hectares and those of up to 5 hectares.
Forest lunds were then distrivuted as follows {in 1,000 hectares):

Private Forests

State Communal
laender Forests Forests Over 5 ha Up to 5 hm Total
Mecklenburg 272 42 13 ny 445
Brandenburg 397 107 169 198 871
Sachsen-Anhalt 300 g2 8% 105 582
Sachsen 256 43 56 96 k50
Thueringen 231 124 51 81 487

Total 1,455 ko7 37k
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If the foregoing figures should reveal a number of inconslstencies, 1%
should be borne in mind that many statistics coming out of the Soviet Zone
are undependable. All of the governmental offices there are understaffed, so
that accuracy often suffers.

It is interesting to note that the above statistics, issued by the sta-
tistical office on the 1949 forestry inventory, differ from those of the for-
est administration., The latter reports a total of 2,749,000 hectares,
including 1,385,000 hectares of state forests, 374,000 hectares of communal
forests, 368,000 hectares of private forest lands over 5 hectares, and
623,000 hectares of private forest lands up to 5 hectares [total: 2,750,000].

In early 1552, the communal forests were turned over to the state for-
e8ts, when the state forestry enterprises (STFBs) were organized. The so-
called church forest was not affected ty this meusure and has not been touched
up to now,

Forest land owned ty farmers was briefly f{reed of any kind of state for-
e3try supervision ty the land reform, although the Regulation of Forestry in
the Soviet Zone of 29 October 1945, issued with the consent of the SMA (So-
viet Military Administraticn), clearly stated: "All forestry in the Soviet
Zone will be :entrally administered and carried out." The temporary freedom
was granted in order to make the farmers believe that the SED intended to
promote the interests of the farmers. At that time, forestry experts were
prohibited from intercession of any kind in the exploitation of the forest
iands held by farmers.

It could not be expected that the farmers would follow good forestry
practice. The reasons for this lay in the poverty of the refugees, new
farmers, and small farmers, who tried to raise the money required for getting
their farms geing by exploiting their forest holdings. The farmers, stripped
by the Soviet occupation of all resources required for operating their farms,
were free to make whet use they chose of their forest holdings, and this they
d1d with an urgency corresponding to their peverty.

In one rural Kreis in Sachsen having & total of 256 hectares of land-re-
form forest lands held by farmers, 25,000 cubic meters of timber was cut in
the peried 1,46-1950, which comes to 98 cubic meters per hectare, or, depend-
ing on the stand, 11 to 25 cubic merers per hectare per year. Of this area,
29 percent was stripped withous regard to proper forestry practice, but only
2.3 percent was replanted. The state of the arca which was not stripped was
described as follows: "Destruction of the backbone of the stand by cutting
out the strongest trunks, exposing the rest to the danger of wind damage,
decreasing crown dengity (Kronenschluss) from 0.9 to 0.3 area coverage (Rae-
umde ). Only 25 percent of this lumber ever reached normal trade channels.
The reect disappeared into the black market and barter trade.

In spite of this destructive deforestavion, which was by no means the
€xception, no steps were taken against the land-reform farmers, since they
werz in great difficulties and there was a reluctanze to embitter them polit-

1cally.

Things were changed, however, when it was discovered that the repara-
tions deliveries could no longer be covered by cuttings from the state forests.
To withdraw the freedom of exploitation from the farm-operated forest lands
by decree was a step no one wanted to take. As early as l9h8, there was a
certain amount of pressure from the SMA and SED to merge the farmers' forest
holdings into cooperatives and thus to get their output under sontrol. These
efforts vwere at first entirely without success, since the farmers were opposed
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o any kind of official restriction. In view of the fact that their farms
were already under the control of the state economy, they wanted to preserve

ds at all costs, and, with this freedom,
their one means of acquiring ready cas

With the creation of the Ass
vhich was designed to contrcl mor
of the economy, a sim
during the same Year.

cciation for Mu.ual farmers' Aid (VvdgB),

e or less forcibly the agricultural sector
ilar control of the farm-owned woodlands was established

In early 1951, the Forest Exploitation Directives f
and Peasant Foresters were pramizgted by decree.

applied to make the fhrmers Join the cooperatives,

of the cooperatives had to pay to the state fore
hectare of land and cubie meter of ti
as high as thoge paid by members of ¢

or Forest Cooperativesg
Financial pressures ware
Farmers wno were not members
stry administration fees per

rber cut; which were five to seven times
ooperatives,

Under this kind of

pressure the distributi
was a3 follows by the en

on of forest land ownership
d of 1951 (in hectares)

Tctal Farm

Forest Lands in

Laender Forest Lands Forest Cooperatives
Mecklenburg 362,608 114,410
Brandenburg 126,000 65,619
Sachsen-Anhalt 200,000 147,851
Sachsen 155,000 43,627
Thueringen 131,000 7,079

Total 974,608 378,586

The essential purpose of
farm-owned for
called peasant
pleitation of ¢

the exploitation directives was to merge the
est lands into forestry districss (Reviere) administered by so-
foresters under the Kreis forestry offices. As of 1952, ex-
he farm-forest lands of less than 5 hectares was no longer
¢ planned by the state, 1In 1952, these
s from this source, but only
22 percert of this pPlan was fulfilled,

4

This timber has to be turned ov
tion for the "normal price,™ which
additvional payment. The additional payments avera
normal price for logs, up to 100 percent for pit
fer fiber wood. In establiching the prizes of veneers and plywoods, the ad-
ditional payment igs Set by agreement with the tuyer of the wood, so that no
losses will resulv in producticon. In this manner, state exploitation of
farmers' wood lots even of 5 hectares or less was accomplished. The farmers

can cut weod from their lots for their own use only with the consent of the
Kreis foresvry office,

er to the state timber

i
supply organiza-
1s still the 1:hk ceiling

price plus an
€2 up to 50 percent of the
props, and up to 75 percent

With this, the right of the farmers to make use of their woodlands, in-
ciuding these allocated to them by tke land reform, was completely rescinded.
The acvual expropriation of the farm wo

od lots was begun with the collectivi-
zation of agriculture in mid-1952., The forest lands of farms of over 20 hec-
tares expropriated during the first wave of collectivization were turned over

to the agricultural producer cooperatives (LPGs), or to the local state
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agricultural enterprises for later distribution to the LPCs. Furthermore,
the woodlands of the smaller farmers whose lands vere being collectivized
were turned over to the LPGs, and thus into the hands of the SED dictator-

ship.

II. STANDING TIMBER AND LUMBERING ACCORDING TO SOVIET PLAN TARGETS

The capital of forestry is the standing timber in the woodlands, which
continues to grow and increase. Thus the exploitaticn level depends on the
standing timber and its rate of growth.

In 1945, excessive cutting for armament and war needs had left the for-
est resources at a subnormal level, without placing continued long-term ex-
ploitavion in jeopardy however. Although the Third Reich overexploited the
forest resources of the country, the forestry experts did manage to reduce
the bad effects to a minimum. This situation was radically changed after the

Soviet occupation.

To gain an over-all view of the available forest resources, the SMA (So-
viet Military Administration) ordered a survey of forest land in the summer
of 1946. However, this survey was carried out in such an unscientific fash-
ion and the personnel used were so few and so poorly qualified that no reliable
result could be achieved. On the other hand, expectations of the SMA that
the data would be unreassonably high so as to justify overexploitation, vere
not fulfilled.

The forestry rescurces survey was repeated as of 1 April 1949. This was
prepared in such & way as to permit the highest possible level of exploitation,
but was, in the final analysis, completely worthless.

Wnere the survey was carried out by reasonably competent personnel the
results were perhaps asceptable, but in general they were no more reliable
than these of 19b6, largely vecause of too little time and too few people.
The target was set at 100 hectares surveyed per day. Evena highly qualified
fcrestry expert could only render a superficial judgement on this basis, and
many were in no sense qualified. Some had no experience or training whatever
and thus were forced to make rule-cf-thumb estimates.

The 1946 inventory set the available timber at 254,677,000 cubic meters
! for g forest area of 2,693,000 hectares., This breaks down to 95 cubic meters
per hectare. Timber with a diameter of more than 25 centimeters at chest
height, i.e., timber nearly ready for cutting, was estimated at €8 million
cutlc meters. Of this latter total, 17.7 million cubic ueters was in Mecklen-
burg, ok .6 million in Brandenburg, 15,3 million in Sachsen-Anhalt, 7.7 million
in Sachsen, and 21.9 million in Thueringen.

The 1 April 1949 survey, carried out only Tor state and corporate wood-
lands, estimated 121,500,000 cubic mevers of standing timber on an area of
1,804,000 hectares, or about 101 cubie meters per hectare.

However, hetween 1945 and 1949 about 55 million cubic meters of timber
was caut. This comes to 20 to 22 cubic meters per hectare.

In spite of this, the 1949 estimate was higher than that of 1946 Of
course any survey on such a scale will contain a number of unavoidable errors.
However, the foregoing figures clearly demonstrate that the surveys are vir-
tually worthless. This is especially true since the normal age ratio of the
timber, a factor which has e great bearing on long-term exploitation, has been
thoroughly disrupted. Timter in the large and medium-size groups has been
virtually all cut. The present make-up of the forests makes any estimate as ‘
to future growsh completely impossible.

-8 -
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The 1¢53 forest survey listed a forest area of 1,655,000 hectares with
timker reserves of 149,687,000 cubic meters, or 90 cubic meters per hectare.

j

However, between 1949 and 1953, 26 cubic meters per hectare were cut! Thug %

the inventory of 1953 can be no more relied upor than those of 19h6 and 1549, [ 1

the less so since it was designed to support the state forestry enterprises: ;-;

plan as of 1 January 1953 and also to Justify the highest possible exploita-

tion level. ';
L]

It is demonstrated again and again that the SED dictatorship is trying
to obtein its needs through exploitation of the remaining standing timber
with no thought whatever for the need for future growth. The supplementary
lumbering goals for 1953 and 1554, over and above those previously set, were
the result of the fact that the Soviet Zone had teen forced to go without the '
timber imports called for in its trade agreements with the USSR, Poland, and
Hungary in favor of urgent imports of foodstuffs.

-

During the first years of <he Soviet occupation, not only the volume but
also the type of timber cut by the forestry administration and its allocation .
among the five Laender of the Soviet Zone, were decided Ly the head or the SMA,

The volume and type of lumbering were determined by the Soviet repara-
tions and military needs, the German forestry experts having not the slightest
a2y 1in the matter. Ho attention whatever was paid to the needs or the German
2oenomy, insofar as it was not tied up with reparations contracts.

The term reparations must te taken here in a very wide sense, In this
sense the Soviets made use cf all forestry products which could in any way be
turned into foreign currency or other assets. By way of example, & complaint
evout a large quantity of veneer oak, which was supposedly delivered to Po-
land as reparations, came to the Soviet Zone from Copenhagen:

The forestry section ot the SMA, which gave the orders for forestry ex-
ploitations, elvays added a wide marzin to the requirements of the reparations
departwent so that there would be no stoppage of deliveries. The Soviet for-
2stry experts were most €2RBEr to prevent any interrupticn of deliveries, so
that they would not te st tack to the USSR, which was the usual way of deal-
ing with such situations. This fear hal the natural result in that the
stocks of cut timber were far in excess of a tolerable level. For example,
on 31 December 1k there were about 6 million cubic meters of cut timber
awaiting pickup in the forests. By 331 May 1¢47, in a reriod of 5 months,
this volume rose to 8 million cubic meters, and by the end of 1947, it stood
at 11 millicn cubie weters, half of it in logs. Since 1951, a regulation
ex1sts that all timber cut in a given calendar year has to be shipped by ’ 1
31 Decemver. Compliance with this order, however, is alvays hampered by lack
of transport equipument.

When the "German Democratie Republis" was founded in October 1949, the

right to crder cuttings was transferved to SED officiais. However, the i
Pankow government is Just as much sul.ject to the reparations and foreign-
exchange requirements of the USSR as the forestry officials of the SMA previ-
ously vere,

If the SMA fcrestry department at first seemed pPrimarily interested in
getting German lumbering under vay again, it soon became clear that their
main objective was to subjugate Soviet Zone forestry to Soviet interests to
the greatest degree possible. They introduced the Sovies forestry year,
based on the calendar year, in the Soviet Zone, replacing the Cerman forestry
year, which runs from 1 October %o 30 September of the folloving year, and
which is thus more in harmony with the biological rhythm of nature,

. {
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Shortly thereafter, it became quite clear that the rhythm of nature was ; ]
of no importance any more to the lumvering industry in the Soviet Zone.
Whereas German forestry practice calls for cutting from fall to spring, tim- :‘
ber was now cut from 1 January to 31 Deceuber, even though timber cut in the P 4
summer, during the growth year, is easily subject to deterioration. ;‘; '

The timber fellinz plan target was divided into quarters, so that the
fulfillment of the annual plan could be better supervised. The fact that 1 I
10,000 cubic meters of veneer oak, because of transportation failures, deteri- ] ’
orated to such an extent that 9,000 cubic meters of it could only be used for k.
firewood, seems not to have been a matter of interest to the SMA. Plans to - _
cut another 10,C00 cubic meters in the same place could only be blocked by e
going outside regular channels.

Pine which had discolored as the result of having been cut in summer was
refused as reparations delivery, but noretheless the suggestion that summer
cutting be stopped was turned down.

Because of the lack of quuiified personnel in the Land forestry offices,
a logical allocation of the plan targets for timber felling among the various
forestry districts was very difficult anyhow. This allocation of quotas was
often carried out in an even more 1llogical way by ..tervention of the Soviet
forestry officers, who had little knowledge of local conditions but who med-
dled in everything.

By way of example, several thousand cubic meters of pine were cut each
Year on & peninsula of an inland lake for 3 years in a row without one cubilc
meter of wood ever being taken out of the woods; this on orders from the So-
viet officials. That the Soviets were interested only in plundering the for-
est resources of the Soviet Zone 1s indicated by the fact that the only bvasis
used in establishing cutting norins was the total amcunt of standing timber
available and not the amount maturing annually. For exauple, a quota of an
addisional million cubic meters cf timber was transferred from Sachsen to
Mecklenburg when it wes learned from the survey carried out in the summer of
1946 that Meckienburg had greater resources of pine and hardwood timbver, In
the same way, those industries working on reparations orders (paper, cellu-
lose, textiles, etc.) were given priority in lumter supply.

The official timber cutting quotas of the SMA, in round numbers, ran as
follows: last quarter of 1945, 5 mZllion cubic meters; 1946, 19 million;

! 1947, 21 million 19kE, 17 million: 1uhy, 13 million; 1950, 14 million; 1951,
1k miliion: and 1952, 12 million. No final (igures are yet known for 1953,
but these can te estimated on the bvasis of available data at about 12 million
cubic meters., This comes to a total of 127 million cubic meters of official
timber felling.

Paadvars

on orders of the local kreis commanders and other Soviev officials. After
1990, cutting in excess of plan was officially prohibited, but a new trick
was used to reach the same end: the annual plan total had to be fuifilled
ahead of schedule, i.e., by October. The timter felled during the rest of
the year was then called "a start on the next year,” without this total ever
being taken into account in the total cut the fellowing year. Overfulfill-
ment of the plan was thus achieved by way of the back door.

In the years up to 19h%, the total annual cut was considerably exceeded ‘

In addition to the ecentrally ordered ~utting, there was a not inconsider-
able local, unofficial cutting. In part, this was carried out as a special
firewood action for the populstion, in part by the occupation forces for
Lheir own use, and in part it vas covered up by entries as timber damaged by
insects, an item which could not be cnecked. These additional cuttings could
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te conservatively estimated a3 1.5 million to 2 millicn cubic meters per year,
or a total of o million cutle meters to the end of 1350. The total would
thus e 127 miilion Pius 9 million, or 136 million cubic meters, or 68 cubic
meters per hectare on the state-administered or state-exploited forest lands
of abeut 2 million hectares. Tnis is many times the total which should have
been cut on tha tasis of tie stapa and its maturation.

The Five-Year Plan again calls for 10 million cutic meters per year in
1554 and 1955, which means. on the basis o previous experience, that the
quotas will be overfulfilled to about 32 million cuiic meters annually, In
addition to this, there will again ve an uncontrollatle cutting for military
needs and on military trairing greunds. Ir one tears in mind that, of the
€ million hectares of state forests, at lagst three quarters have less than
40 or 50 percent of their normal stand o7 timter and that about 600,0GO hec-
tores have heen completely stripped, 1t becomes clear that such large-scale
cuttings can rno longur be covered ty maturing timber and will have to come
out of existing reserves, which again will reduce the rate of natural increase,

The Scviet Zene practice of expressing the excess exploitation in per-
centage terms of the raturing timber ig deliberately false and misleading,
Since they make use »r aormal maturation rate figures which have long since
lost their validity. A nore revealinz picture iz given Ly comparing total
forest area with rate of cubting, which shows an average exploitation of 6 to
& cubic meters per hectare. Since a large proportion of the forest area is
no longer adequately stocked with Standing timber, as has been shown atove,
the cutting rate per hectare of remaining timber is considerably higher,

The continued overexploitaticn represents not only a present, but also a
future damage to our forest resources. The wood thas is being cut today does
not by rights belong tc this genzration, but to our grandchildren and great
grandchildren. The damage done now cannot te2 made qood for at, least a century.

The exploitation excecs varies from wood type to wood type, depending on
the degree to which the various species are required for reparations or for-
2lgn exchange needs. The hardest hit are the stands of pine and oak, while
Spruce and leech fare somewhat Letter, cince they are exportable only as
fiter wood and offer little rv W“ay of foreign exchange earnings.

The GOO,GOO~odd hectares of privetely owned forest lands are not covered
Ty statistics Ui L0 1952, The per-hectare cut is probably no lover than that
of the state-administered forest land,

The high wind and insect damage losses gre essentially included in the
foregning figures. The great wind damage in the spruce o!f the Thueringen
forests in June 1646 amcunted to 1.2 million culiic meters of timber, while in
the Harz it amounted to 300,000 cubie meters,  Since Lhege quantities of tim-
ter could nct re woried away vromptly because of the shortage of forestry per-
sonnel, the fallen timber added greatly to damage by spruce bark-borer beetles
(Fichtenhorkenkaefer), which had sotten g foothicld during the lagt Yyears of
the var and after the capitulation.

Even though 1.h willion cubic meters of timber damaged by beetles had

been cleaned up and decontaminated by the fall of 1947, there were still about

-7 million cubic meters left from the teetle damage of the summer of 1947
which remained to le decontaminated. To take the proper measures against the
extensive beetle damage anticipated for the summer of 19&5, the forastry of-
Tices were relieved of all but the technical aspects of decontamination,
while the recrulting, housing, feeding, and equipping of the necessary workers
was made the responsibility of the minister-presidents or ministers of the
Laender Thueringen (Thueringer Wald), Sachsen-Anhalt (Marz), and Sachsen
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(Erzgebirge). By means ofr these extraordinary measures it was possible to
decontaminate about 3 million cubie meters of beetle-infested timber from May
to the fall of 1948, The total of beetle-damaged timber rap to 5.1 million
cubic meters and lert deforested areas totaling about 25,000 hectares,

The area affacted by dendrolimus pini (Kieferspinner) and by lymontria
monacha (Nonne) totaled 1.5 million hectares, while a total or 13,000 hectares
were completely depuded. The dendrolimus pini affected the the Brandenburg
and Sachsen-Anhalt forests most heavily, Damage was lighter in Mecklenburg
and Sachsen. The lymantria monacha damage occurred primarily in Sachsen, and
to a lesser extent in Brandenburg, Mecklenburg, and Sachsen-Anhalt. All at-
tempts to combat the dendrolimys pini with insect lime failed, tecause neither
suitable insect lime nor the necessary raw materials were aveilable in the So-
viet Zone. Not untij 1948 did the SMA Supply a number of Planes, which made

. 1thpossib1e to dust gbout 63,000 hectares with insecticide during 1948 and
1945,

The few experienced Toresters in the Soviet Zone calculated that the re-
maining standing timber wil) hardly cover the targets for 1954 and 1955. When v
informed of this, Rau stated that West German forests would be available for
exploitation by that tige:

The recklegs Sxploitation of East Zerman forests not only affects present-
day resources byt ¥iil also affect the growth pattern of future timver.

Brandenburg spruce has bveep the hardest hit. Experts estimate that by
v the end of the Five-~Year Plapn in 1955, all spruce timber of class 2a (more
than 20 centimeters in diamater) and upwards will be ccmpletely exhausted.

Tiids will nls0 remove the parent trees ror future growth of Brandenburg
spruce. For thig reason it 1s a1} the more welcome that the West Berlin For-
est administration has taken s5teps to preserve the Brandenburg spruce parent
stock in its forests gnd also has estallisheq nurseries {or spruce stock, A
number of conseiertions foresters in the Soviet Zone have alse taken steps in
this direction,

i1I. THE ORGANIZATION OF TRAISPORT AND DISTRIBUTION

As has already Yeen noted, the volume of cut timber left in the forests
increased from 6 million cubie meters to 11 million cubic meters during 19k,
. It is obvious that e great proportion of this weod deteriorated badly before
it was distributed to the consumers. This was not only the situation in 19n7,
but has been more or less the rule ever sipce. The reasons for this situa-
tion [have been explained above .

Transport facilities were completely inadequate. It was absolutely ip-
possible to bring out rhe timber with teams or horses, even though the Kreis
commanders recklessly tried to enforce this type of transportation. Tractors
and trucks were an insufficient solution, since they were not available in
sufficient number, to say avthing of the shortages of motor fuel, tires, and
spare parts.

In typically Soviet fashion, an attempt was made to improve transport of
timber, not througn a better supply of <quipment, since this could not be
done, but by means of 4 reorganization of the transport system.

- 12 .
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The responsibility for bringing the cut timter out of the woods hag
originally teen given to transport brigades of the communities which had the
right to use the furmers' teams, Since the matter was not going well, it wag
turned over to the forestry officials in 1¢ig, although this step did not
make a single additional herse, tractor, truck, tire, or liter of gasoline
available. The heads of the forestry service, who knew nothing about fores-
try, agreed to take over the responsibility, even though they had scarcely
enough personnel to take care of their forestry responsivilities, Naturally,
there was no improvement in the situation. When the DHZ for Wood was estab-
lished, the responsibility for hauling the cut timber was turned over to this
organizaticn,

Similarly, the distritution or timter to the consumer was repeatedly re-
organized until 1t Tinally was again given to the forestry service. After
19h5, the delivery of timter to the consumer wag carried out as it had been
before the capitulation, i.e., through the forestry service directly to the
consumer. This system rot only prevented centralized control, but also had
an adverse effect on political developments. The political objective was to
Crush the privately cwned wood-using enterprises. This end “d4s not served by
the non-Communist, foreatry officials giving these enterprises - sawmills, ete,
-= (sometimes preferentigl) delivery of timber.

A general ben on this SOrt cf activity was unenforceatle, and a ciose
conirol in the widespread rorest regions was not practical, The act was gen-
erally not, detected until after the fact, when the wood had already been de-
livered and could no longer be returned.

The [irst gtep was to take the delivery of cut timber out of the hands
of the fore..ry service and make 1t the Province of the so-called Industrial
Offices {Industrie Kontere) of the laender and Kreise, since these offices
could be more effectively controlled Pelitically. This exXieriment could not
be successful in view of the lack or Specialized knowledge on the part of the
functionnries, 50 the DHZ for Yocd was created, which then took over the dis-
tribution of cut timber from the forestry service to the various consumers,

The DHZ for Wood at first alze contrelled all wood users, especially
furniture makers. These enterprises were soon taken awvay from it, so that it
then became the DHZ for Timber and Lumber (DEZ Roh- und Schnittholz). 1In
1952, this pHZ had Tive branches in each of the five Laender, sach one of the
branches covering three to five Landkreise, in addition to which it had a so-
called branch office (Auasenstellenbuero} in each Krejs seat,

The average tranch had a turnover or atout 30 umillion DM (East), col-
lecting a commission of about 15 percent on lumber and 10 percent on eut tim-
ber. Office personnel numbered 6G-£0 pergons.

Transloading stations Were established at the ra.lroad terminals, where
the woed vas delivered for siiipment to the consumers, Bach of these loading
stations was in the charge of g manasey (Disponenn), w“ho took over the wood
deliveries from the forestry service and then consigned it to the various
consumers. In thé course of o Yyear he handled about 20,060 units {20,000
Cubic meters of eut vimter and 10,000 cubic meters of lumber),

A system of norms applied to the loading stations Just as ior the for-
estry service. The tasic wage, catalogued according to five location ¢lasses,

ranged from 0.86 to 1.07 DM, or 0.93 to 1.12 DM, Additional ¢compensations
and premiums ranged from 8 to 13 percent of the Lasic wage .
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Wood receipts were contrclled by tre forestry service cutting plan. De- w _ﬂ
livery schedules were regulated by the goods distrivution plan. Since these
two plans did net agree in practice, there were countless breakdowns in the '
distribution system, especially since no lumber eould be delivered without g ‘ﬂ;
written directive from the DHZ branches, i .
i h)
Since cut-timber disirivution on che Soviet pattern turned out %o be too b
costly for the smaller ares of the GDR, jurisdiction over cut timter, bark, L &
and resin was taken away from the DHZ Tor dood. These products were then sub- ’

Ject to the controi of the forestry service under the principle of "direct
delivery from producer tc censumer." The forestry service not only shipped :
these preduets directly from the forests, tut wlso handled such details as

transloading and sihipment directly to the Plant., As or 2 January 153, the t
forestry service {the state forestry enterprises) took over the installations

of the DHZ for Wood engaged {n handling cu¢ tirmter, bark, and resin, includ-

ing stocks held as of tie end of 1G52. The forestry service also took over

personnel formerly employed Ly the DEZ for Jocd at these installations.

Distritution o cut timter is carried ocut in accerdance with a material
distritution plan prepared oy the rmarketing divisions of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry or of the Bezipke for state forestry enterprises

(for state Torestc) and for the Kreis forestry voaris (Cer private <4ooilands),

TV. RIPARATIONS DELIVERIES ALD FORCZID EXPORTS OF FORESTRY PRODUCTS

Since 1945, the licn's share o the recklessly excessive cuttings of
tirber 1in the Soviet Zone has been taken over by the USSR to cover the neseds
of its occupation troops, for ”rcparations,” and for forced exports. The
scope cf’ the Soviet zake from Seviet Zone forests ie a "state and party
secret.”" But extensive deforested areas maye it clear to even the laywan
Lhat the damage to Serman forest resources will not be made good for genera-
tions.

The amounts of ths cus timter used in the Seviet Zone economy, by occupa-
tion troops, or for forced EXLOrts are hard to estavlisk. The volume of lum-
ber taken by the Scviets for rerarations can not he estinated with accuracy,
Since all pertinent data had to be turned over to them or destroyed. Private
statistics were prohit-ited ang keeping such was dengercus, vesides being in-
adequate, The Soviets crganized thise reparation deliveries by numerous
routes, so that any cver-all pleture was mado impossible. The cutting and

! stockpiling plans de not give an accurate picture either, since they vere
often deliberately misleading to cover up the actuel take. Some estimate of
the scope of the take can te gaired from the 19%- monthly average of 7,500 to
8,000 railroad carloads of cut Simber (lngs, pit props, etc.) and lumber
(boards, planks, beams, etc.)going 288U, Or to the Sound-currency countries

of the West, and thus also reniered to Soviet alvantage . ‘

These carlcad figures de not include industrizlly proca d weod in the
form of prefabricated houses, cellulose, paper, textiles, ete. Since deliv-
ery of carloads is not accepted until they reach the torder stations, rejected
quantities are not paid for but are nonetheless shipped on to the Bast, The
deliveries are credited at 194L prices,

The prefabricated-house program required large jrantities of first-class
spruce timber. The prefabricated houses were made in about five different
types by the Soviet Zone for reparations or forced exports. The various types
have a floor space of abcut Lo te 90 square ueters. The price paid to the
producer enterprises ranged from 12,000 to 30,000 DM. The USSR paid only about
60 percent of this price, the remainder being borre by the Soviet Zone. The 4
export price collected by the USSR is not known exactly, but is considerably
higher.
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The difference between the actual production cost and the 194k -level
reparations price paid by the USSR is also borne by the Soviet Zone in the

During the period from 1547 to 1952, prefabricated houses with a total
floor area of 3.1 million square meters were turned over. Each square meter
required 0.7 cubic meter of wood, all of the best class. Grade 2 lumber was
rejected. The Soviets set exaggerated quality requirements for all wood de-
liveries, They required first-class pine for use in railroad ties, packing
cases, and the like. No counter arguments were tolerated.

The Hitler war had to be paid for in both East and West Germany with g
great loss of timter resources, The following is a Comparison of Cuttings
in the Soviet and Western zones after the war (in cubic meters per hectare):

Soviet Zone Western Zone
1545-194g k2 26
1956-1¢53 26 16 ‘
Total 1945-1453 68 k2

This represents a depletion which Ly far exceeds the new growth.

It has been ascertained that the greatest share of the 136 million cubic
meters of timber cut between 1945 and 1353 in ERast Germany was consumed by
the Soviet occupation forces or went for so-called Teparations shipments,

Since the teginning of 1654, the 50-called reparations deliveries have
been formally stopped. Actually, the shipments to the Soviets have not di-
minished, Lumber, prefabricated houses, furniture, and other wood products
continue to be shipped as "exports" to the Soviet blec countries and their
trade partners. The nrices for these forced exports are barely higher than
the prices used for crediting the reparations accountg. The deliveries to
the Soviet occupation forges also continue undiminished, During 1954 as before,
long trains loaded with lumber and wood products Tun daily from the Soviet Zone
to the Eagt, During June 1954, 37 trains passed through the Frank.furt/Oder
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V. NEGLECT oF TIMBER RESERVES AlD OF REFORESTATION

In the Soviet Zone of Germany, the Tulfillment of the cutting plans and
the supplementary cutting plans hag been the center of astivity in the forestry
field from 1ghs until today. Only the efforts to camouflapge thisg activity have
been intensified through these years.

The Statistical Office in the Soviet Zone gave the size of the deforested
area up to 1950 as koo, 000 hectares (r-lecklenburg, 63,000 hectares; Brandenbu.rg,
124,000 hectares; Sachsen-inhalt, 76,000 hectares; Sachsen, 64,000 hectares;
and Thueringen, 75,000 hectares). o this amouny, 35 bercent, or 135,000 hec-
tares, has been reforested (r~Iecklenbur;, 22,000 hectares; B:‘andenbur::, k2,000
hectayes; Sachsen«’\nl:alt, 27,000 hectares; Sachsen, 22,000 hectares; ang
Thueringen, 73,000 hectares).

The Central Forestry Office differed in its Tigures somewhat in that it
listed the size of the deforestel area as 350,000 hectares apt the size of the .
reforested aren ag 189,000 hectares., imich ol the two figures is closer to
reallty 15 difficult Lo say. The deforested area given is undoubtedly too
small and the reforested area top large, insofar ag reforestation :s understood
to mean the full stockine~ of given multure in the Appropriove lozality.

In this last sense, the reforested areg 1s estimated by specialists to be
about one third to one nalf the gine 0f the deforested area. The insufficient
tree Plantings miy be traced to the unskilled or insufficient Dersonnel or to
financial reasons. ihile the reforestation has a prozuinent plaze in the plan,
the means to fulfill the plan are not made available at the appropriate time.

On 1 April 1951, the SJtatistical Offige listed the size of the area not
Yet reforested ag 172,000 hectares. The same Statistical Offine listed the
deforested area around the end of 1950 ns beinn J'sDO,OOO hectares; the reforested
area was given as 134,000 hestares ab that time. This leaves a deforesteq area
of 262,000 hectares, wiiel, ! Wever, uas regporied by 1 April to be only 172,000
heztares large. © is out of thre quesvion that the difference between these
Tigures, i.e., 90,000 hectares, vas reforestel during the period betveen the
end of 1950 and 1 April 1041, Accordin-e Lo the 12511955 Five-Year Plan, the
reforastation figure amounts e 320,000 sectares. Sinze the deforested area

. es of 1 April 1951 vwag given as 172,000 lectores and sinee a prohibition exists
againgt complete dei‘orestxtim, It Tollows £hat 143,000 iectares of deforested
Orea must exist somewhopre O¥ muct be reated In orier to fulfill the quota of
the Five-Year Planp,
-

It wes inevitable that this destrustive deforestation ag well as the nigh
cost of reforesteoiion should scon Lezcpe apprrent to all. This wag of course
uncomfortable for the 0D regime since 1% operatel with the appearance of a
socially minded econony. A way out wag found. Sin-we it vas not desired to glve
up further forest exploitation, it uns camoullapged with considerable propagan-
distic efforts, suzh ag prohibiting "res-:tionary, capitalistic deforestation" iy
order to follow "pew methods, based on the Lnovledre of Progressive, Soviet
biology” and to sonvert to "progressive forest ranagement with constderation for

timber reserves."

As an example, they used a tinber-reserve -minded managenent method which
had been developed in the Lrzgebirge by meritorious German Forestry Service
workers. The method and its originatoers were thep aisinterpreted in an incredi-
bly unscrupulous manner. The method of systematio n'forestation was simjlarly
mistreated. In order t0 emphasize the introduction of the timber-reserve -minded
managenent method, the Forestry Office lMenz (in Bezirk Potsdam) which wag always
rich in timber reserves, was picked as the exemplary forestry operation,]
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Smaller cutting plans, not based on tree types, were set up for this forestry i
office and appropriate instruction courses vere given. It is understandable
that the young forestry service workers » W0 were being trained under the SED
' regime, turned with ferwvor to this new method » Which was reportedly much better y
because they too recognized the destructiveness of the defores*:cion methods
which had been enployed. While they lacked all practical experience, they did
expect it to become a forest counservation method.

Less understandable was the position of some experienced forestry personnel,
who vere willing to offer these camouflage expediencies to the political regime
and to propagendize in their bzhalf. Despite all the camouflage, however, the
destructive deforestation continued. The high autting plans end their timber .
specles selection do not facilitate a timber-reserve forestry operation., O0ffi-
<lally the forests are not irmediately denuded; instead, in an effort to fulfill
the cutting plen by number and species and contrary 4o censervation methods, the
best trees are cut and the poorest and most unusable trees are left standing.

The resulting gaps in the Torest are cumouflaged in connection with Krutzsch's
"Re Juvenation Priorities" with the cover words "rejuvenation centers." Simultane-
ously with the introduction of the conservational Torestry method, complete de-
forestation was prohibited. Exceptions to this prohibition could be made by the

L Government Forestry Office or the Kreis Forestry Office in cases where more than
one hectare was concerned. ihen nore than 3 hectares vere to be stripped, the
Ceatral Forestry Office hod o grant permissinn., Since the plan, including the
highly demanding specles plan, had to be fulfilled, it becanme necessary to make
10 one-hectare cuttings instead of one 10-hectare cutting. Lumbermen sarcas-
tically refer to these woodlands as "parks with playgrounds.” Little can be seen
of & reforestation of these re uvenation centers; in general, the reforestation
has also been seriously impeded by a lack of funds and manpower.

The same applies to the care of young timber. The clearing of older stnnds
and dense forests requires coensiderable funds and labor vithout bringing any in-
come and is therafore not desired. The use of foresss as frazing lands for cattle,
which was introduced again with vle lond reform progran, is not easily curtailed.

The present pisture or Iast German forests 12y be presented as follows: one
third of the state-managed forests are thinned -out and nmutilated middle-aged for-
ests without any chance for forestation, anothor shird consists of youns timber
which as yet is not worth very much, und the reraining third consists of poorly
reforested or unreforesicd bare arens.

The reforestation of these areas is sorely neglected because, in the 3oviet
, Zone, planning 1s done from the top echelon to the lower echelons in the forestry
service too. The reforestation plan is arbitrarily set up at the higher echelon
and just as arsitrarily passed down the line. ifhether or not the seed or seedlings
¢ are aveilable at the loeation or whether they are conditioned Tor the particular
area is only of tinor consideration. liovertheless, regardless of how plans and
actuality may talance, no holder of a forestiry position would dare report the
aonfulfillzent of a plan.

Resin extraction from pine trees 'as heen considerably insreased. Hormally
those trees which are marked Tor tutbing in the near future are so cut for resgin
extraction that the "Lachten, " herringbone-desizn  cuts from which the resin seeps,
do not cover more than two thirds of the tree, so as to keep it sufficiently alive.
Timber which is to be cut in the coming winter in the Sovie: Zene--and that includes
timber in the intermediate s 2ge between pole timber and timber with a larger di-
ameter (chest-high diameter of about 20 centimeters) -- is tapped for resin in
three levels, one above ije other (by means of o ladder). With tails system, a
great part of the timyer dies before cutting. The lumbermen call this system
“tapping to death." 1In contrast %o this ir the "live" tapping system used for
timber to be cut in future years, in wlich tue tree is tapped at only one level
and sufficient dbark (at least one third) is left unslasghed.

- 17 -

f— v

‘lSanitizie‘deo Abproved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700240231-7 _




r
t

Sanitized Copy pproved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00070024023

r

Hovever, since Pay is no longer based on the number of cuts, but on the area
covered by the various resip cuts, the workers are encouraged to leave not 33
percent, but only 10 +¢ 20 Yercent of the tree's bark unslashed in order to earn
more money. Thus, "1ive" tapping is changed to "death" tapping, Despite the
tim'ber-reserve-minded Torestry service, resin tapping is not done on a tree-by-
tree basis but on bark-area besls.

VI. THZ SED PERSONIEL POLICY IN THE FORESTRY SERVICE

From the very beginning the East German personnel policy in the Torestry
service was aimed at weeding out all Persons who would not willingly accept or
even resist the destructive deforestation. The regime wanted to have lumbermen
who vould be loyal fxm:tionaries, bent on fulfilling the Soviet cutting plan.
This remained the basic point of view of the personnel policy of the Communists
and the Soviet officials in the forestry service. This policy continues today.
An active Nazi past on the part of forestry versonnel is of 1little consequence
in this rersenncl policy. The only decisive Tactor for former Nazis ig subordi -
nation to the orders or tle SED regime.

In October 1745, tie OMy (Sovrtet Milie ary Administretion) retained former
W3B-P (National Socialis: Gerran vWorkers arty) forestry officials. However,
i+ November 1945, General Zhukov, the Soviet commanding officer, ordered the dis-
Misselk of all officials uani employees [of the foresty- service]. This was done
beceuse the Soriets vere not satlsfied wit'. the slow ceorganization of the ad-
ninistration (in the Soviet sense) and Partialliy because ve opposition of the
profe sional Torestry men to te Plan %0 cut 5 million cubic meters of timber
durir, | the quarter October-Decepber 1955 wag being felt.

Even though the dismigzed forestry personnel was retained at first on .
location so as to Prevent, t'.e severest damage, the measures 500n aimed at the
complete exclusion of this perscnnel. The local 3ED party executives and the
unions inecreased the pressure on the professional Torestry personnel which
eventually lead to thelr dismissal. 3SgD followers tried to find a cozy little
nest in the local forestry positions. Tre vositions looked dzsirable not only
because no difficulty was foresesn in cutting down the required timber, but
also because in addition 30 a high income, otherwise not attainable to these
individuals, the Position offered a control of shortage 2ommodities; namely,
wood and focd, the latter from the public lands (Dienstlnendereien), with which
all personal needs could be satisfied by [Lllcg:\l] barvering.

! By def‘nmations-, denunciations, intrigues, etc., professional people were "‘
replaced ruthlessly by lumbermen Wwho were ahle to ingratiate themselves with
lozal authorities and people not famlliar with {he profession. The new per -
sonnel knew only one goal, that s the punctusl overfulfillment of the timber {
cutting plan, without any regud for forestry Principles. Even though it was
possible at first to remove the forestry service from the Jurisdiction or local ‘
political units (ireise, Bezirke), the losal politieal forces soon gained go
much support from political personnel offices of the Laender forestry offices

. that, by 191;7-19143, only a few forestry rield stations were occupled by ex-

perienced personnel.

As early as 19'46, training of forestry persomnel was started at the for-
o~ estry schools at Eberswalde ang Tharandt and in five forestry schools of the
‘ Laender to combat the damages which quite naturally resulted from the place-
ment of inexperienced personnel in forestry positions, which later also 'in-
cluded positions on the highest level of the forestry service, In addition,
training courses were offered on g continuous basis for the forestry service
examination. Unfortunately the training did not have the effect degired by
the training personrel, despite all their effort. {
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The selection of trainees by the political bodies was contrery to all ' -’.-ll

professional traditions and was based exclusively on rolitical conslderations. ‘ == '

. Only "workers' song" were accepted, and all applicants from families of for- Ay PP -
estry officials were rejected. Forestry training is permegted Wwith politieal Ili’ ® -

instructions, and often not 4he professional knovwledge and ability of the i
trainee, but his political outlook and activity, are the deciding factors at |
the time of the exanination. }'

»
L) .
It must be noted that the training personnel at the forestry Taculties . g '_'i

and at the forestry schools ure not without success ip teaching on as broag 1
8 basis as possible. Unfcrtumtely, the guidanze in the field and the trans -
fer of experience from the older forestry personnel to the new personnel re-
maing ingufficient,. This was +the result of t»e BED regine's earlier prohi-
bition againgt placing the new rersonnel in the hands of experienced forestry
bersonnel, and 4he sisuation is now being perpetuated because only a fey ax-
perienced forestry people remnin active.

A number of the newly tratned forestry veople suzcumb to the sSystem of
Pelitical consider:‘.tions, and the emphasis of their activity shif'ts from for-
€5ty to the political arena.  Nevertheless, it must te noted that the percent -
2ge of such ingtances remaing relatively low, Most of the new forestry person-
nel is concerned vitl the professional training and getting ahead, while refuting
the Cormmunist ilear  and the 3=n f’.ictators‘z;ip, ever though professional
performance in the position is restricted by the general conditions.

The training of the new forestry personnel since 1946 hag enabled the
- partial replacement of untrained personnel, particulerly in forestry field
stations, where mostly prastical forestry work is to be done.

In the i gher forestry offices shis is not the case ag yet. Particula.rly
the leading forestry positions are preferably held by 5ED functioxmries, who
implicitly adhere to the political directives and derands.  Since the leading
Personnel understands very litvle or nothing o rorestry, there is no super -
7islon or control. Only 2 small number of thoroughly trained personnel with

' pre-1945 experience in forestry work nni administration hold offizes today;
the percentare of sush Prrsonnel of the total forestry rersonnel is probably
under 1G percent. Thanks iz due 16 for taving done their best to turn over
to future generations forests whizin 1o oy, bear the scars of the Fresent mis.
management.,

Tae training of mastep foresters (T-orstwirt) has undergone many changes

since 1946, often through arvitrary local inprovisations. 3inee 1250, all
' applicants, whether they are applicants for the colleges, for forestry schools,

or for work in the Torests, pust undergo o basie Torest worlk training peried
of 2 yearz., Mie apprentices, some of whem live in apprentice homes, are organ-
ized into npprentice brizades under “to direction of o bricadier; they learn
21l phases of forest field worik awl 2136 attend he professional school (Beruf‘s-
schule), wvhich is fupplements=d to some axtont by forestry irgiructions,

The future progress of' the appreniine depends ou the outcore of the fina)
examination and the forest worker test. Thecreti:ally, fourestry xnowledge and
ability is decisive; however, in pracztice, the POlitizal development of +the
apprentices, which is influenced considerably ey the frequent studies of current
events, is decisive,

/ Applications of avprentices who hold a diploma from a Secondary school,

who have passed the forest vorker test so.tisi‘actorlly, and who have the political
recommendation of the SED will be accepted by the forestry schools at Lberswalde
and Tharandt. The duration of the studies is roughly the sane as at VWest Cerman
forestry schools; however, some semester Progress examinations have beed added,
Fipal examinations lead to the degree of graduate mastor Torester; if the oc- 4
casion should arige, the degree of Doctor of Forestry may be granted.
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Forestry worker exominees vho are not admitted to the forestry scrools --
political and subject qualifications are the same as for university study -- oy
be admitted to a forestry trade school on completion of a special entrance ex-
amination. The forestry trade schools were founded in 1946 in Rabensteinfeld,
Mecklenburg; Eberswalde, Brandenburg; 3tolberg, Sachsen-Anhalt; Tharandt, Sachsen;
and Schwarzburg, Thueringen. Thue forestry trade school at Zberswalde was dis-
solved or combined with the Habensteinfeld school as the result of "political un-
reliability," or in other werds, as the result of denunciation. (3ix students
were arrested and given long sentences.) The Stolberg school was moved to Rossla,
and finally to Ballenstedt/larz. 3ince 194, the four Torestry trade schools,
with their 2-year ¢ourses, have been developed into szhools of forest technology
(Fomttechnikum) with six-semester courses. Tue students are graduated '3 fora
estry engineers after completion of the final exaninaticna.

No basic differentiation is made in tre ermployment of graduate master for-
esters and foreatry engineers in elther forestry administration or in the field.
The positions ape open to all, dependinz only on political sultability and re-
1inbility in the SED sense. This is roughly similar to the Soviet system, or
that of the People's Democrazies. 1In this comnestion, one must not lose sight
of the fact that the attitude toward the SizD dictatorsiip and political suit-

. ability is decislve and that even the person not at all familiar vith the field
is given preference over the "politically retarded" graduate paster lorester or
forestry engineer. This has had the result tint sone of the trained forestry
personnel have gone into other occupations. Those forestry worker apprentices
who are not cdmitted to elther a Torestry sshiool or a forestry trade school re-
main forestry workers and can work their way up to the Postition of brigadier
(timber cutting boss, loading boss) in timber distribution, timber trensportation,
etc. Those in political favor with the 55D or who have rendered outs tanding

. service may, in exceptional cases, be given training opportunities ard a chance
to rise by way of the workers and peasants schools; through correspoidence courses
for master forester, which have been initiated by one of the forestry trade
schools; and, in the case of graduates of forestry trade schools, through ad-
mission to university study.

The number of mnster forester trainees hss, in the meantine, been sharply
increased. At <he order of 4. Minister of Iducation, the entranse committees
of 4he forestry schools at Ebsrswalde and Tharandt were directed to admit 75
forestry students each for ine semester beginning on 1 September 1953, bringing
the total number of forestry students at, Sberswalde to about 200 and somewhat
fewer at Tharandt, When the schools rotested that there were neither sufficient
facilities for such a large rumber of students aor positions for them on gradu-
ation, they were informed that the order would nenetheless stand. Reason glven:
the students would be required to fill positions in Jest German forestry offices! K
This gives a clear indication as to how the Pankow regime visualizes a reunifi-
cation of Germany.

VII. ORGANIZATION OF T3z HAST GERMAN PORESTRY ADMIITISTRATION

The organization of +he Last German forestry adninistration has been subject
to constant changes since 1245, The basic principle behind these chenges was ob-
viously to eliminate all forestry administration tradition, which was equated
with "reaction," ani not only basically to reorient the previous tradition, but
also to impose the Soviet econonic organization with its totalitarian planning
principle. The present form of the "People -Owned State Forestry Enterprises"
is approximately the same as that of the Soviet Sntellite states.
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The goal or sovietization of Best German forestry wag not rursued directly
at all times, In part this was due to the special circumstances pPrevailing
there, in rart to concenl the reparations deli'.'eries, or in order to overcome
difficulties ip the transnortation or distribution of timber.

Parallel 4o the administrative organizations dominated by the SED (zentral
administration, Land 3overmments, Kreis governments), there Vas a control ag.
ministration of the Soviet Hilitary Administration (3M2). Thus there was g
forestry administration in the 3Mp Rarlshorst ang a forestry official in the
various Lang ndministrations, and also ar economiz officepr cherged with forestry
control functions with each Kreis cormarder, The Torestry officialg attached
to the Land administrations were in part foresters ang in part timber buyers;
the economie officers ntra thed to the Kreis corranders as a rule had neithep
i‘orestry nor lumbepr experience. Thig Soviet control apperatus, until the
creation of the Pankow regime, not only influenced and controlled German admin-
istration at all levels, byt also iircctly interfered with forestry Ooperations.
This was Particularly the case with the Kreig corranders.,

A description of the develoment or forestry in East Germany frop 1945 ¢o
the present can only present o Cross section of +the average circumstances,
which need not reflect a1 local circumstances as all times. Zvep nov there
is 2 great deal of local improvisntion, in spite of all detaileq prlans, waich
are frequently contradictory, not in tarmony with local conditions, or, in
feneral, Doorly conceiveq, Thore being a lack of’ forestry Xnowledge inp the
higher offices, nothing is done about thig situntiong indeed, it ig often not
even recognized,

Forestry in Zast Germany wag MY Gust g herd as other parts of the econ-
ony by Soviet peasures, although i3 Was aflfected Somevhat later, In any case,
the expioitation has greater long-tern effects, and i, therefore riore serious.

The forestry offices -. Land orest offices, forest boards and foregt
districts .. ¥ere occupied anly inadequately or net at all {n 1945, The person-
nel had been "transferred” Previously or hag fled to the Wegt ahead of the
entry of Soviet troops. Inscfar ng these people d1g not return soon, the local
and Kreis political admiristrationg filled thege Positions with "reliable" Com-
munists, without regard to forestry eXperience. The Land foregs offices took
up their work again shortly aftex the end or the war in similay fashion, though
not entirely without trained forestry rersonnel.

Not until August 1945 giq the 3oviets create the "Central Administration for
Agriculture apg Forestry" with o "Central Forestry orfice” within the Tramework
of the Central Administration of the Soviet Zone. . s

Shortly therearter the sia institvesel the "Forestry Order in the Soviet
Zone of Occupation.™ 1y essence this order rro ected the formation of a rop-
estry office {vhich ¥as to adminisier all forests, irrespective of type or
ownership) on the former German mattern: a central forestry office for the i
entire zone, five Lang forest Ooffices, ag well as local boards of appropriate
size for individual forests ung forest districts, The organizationa]l plan
adhered to the Principle that she foregts should not he subject +o any local
political influences, but should ye e direct responsibility or the Lang
govermment. Ip retrospect, it can be said thot this order wasg put into effect
only to bring some semblence of order into foregs exploitation so ag to make
veparations deliveries Possible.
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The state forest enterprises are organized as follows: :
A, The enterprise administration, consisting of; hﬁ, bl
The enterprise manager i:‘ | i
The caltural lender, who ing nothing to do0 with forest culture, but i ~.['
rather is charged with political culture ang ideology. He 15 the political ; ,ﬁ
survelllance ang inforrant centep of the enterorise, ' i
The personnel chief, who has duties usual to this oXfice, but whoge 2;:---;;
activity is predominantly political. e is in contazt with the S2D cadre B o
Section and witl: the 54D (5tete Security Servise). h
The head bookkeeper, who is nt the sare time head of the business
department.
There are, in addition, an enterprise trade urion leader and a head '

of the enterprise 3&p organization. The latter is placed in the enterprige by
the 3ED as itg party secretary and 4g in contact wity the personnel chier and
the enterprise trade unjon le~der, He 15 trhe strenrs mar of the enterprige and
the manager mugt heed his wighes {- ' intends to meintain his position.

In many enterprises, the Position of nanager was filled by persons
lncking in forestry bazkrround who have no great wish to have in the enterprige
trained forestry personnel whe might ve aple to pass Judzement on their tech-
nical mistakes,

B. The technical de;nrt:cnt, with subdepartments for forest culture,
cxploitution, labor, worlk norms, distribution, and transportation pool,

C. The business depnrt:ent, with subderartzents for financial accounting,
payroll, inventory, enquirment, and cost azcounting.

(8

The personnel of o state Torest enterprise (without field rersonnel) runs
to 3040 personz, depending on the size of 4 enternrise; an enterprise has a
monthly payroll in the neiphboriscd or 12,000-15,000 DM,

For field Personnel, the ranager depends on an "instructor” with one or
two assistants, and o district leader (Revicrleitcr) Tor each forest district,
The instructor not only supervises the efrorts of the district leader, but algp
‘the handling of timber outside the forests (trnnspcrtation, stockpiling of she
timber at railrond stations and colleetion points, trunslonding, ete.)

The position of tle "brigadier,” roughly sirilar to the former cutting vosg
(Haumeister), has heen considerabrly expanded. ile is no longer the right hand
of the district leader in day-to-day operation, hHut now receives written in. <
structions for nis crew of up to 15 gmen Jeelly besis and is personally
responsible for completion of the wopk. in the Central Forestry Office, the
SED functionaries are already beinning 4o Loy with the idea of not restrict-
ing the bripades to their lorest districts, but to assirn then on a mobile
basis, through the instructor, in ratier lavrze areas, since a forest district
has been shown to be too sumll ror the operation of standing brigades.

On paper, the state forest enterprises are independent business enterprises
which are expected to meintain themselves through their own resources. They
practice business accounting, have ap opening balance sheet, and are required
to submit a statement at the end of the year. Their businegg accounting method
hns been developed mainly by persons unfaniliar with Torestry. The method
ignores, completely, the requirements of forestry practice, even though the ‘
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forestry services have in the meantime tried to selvage something in the interest
of good forestry practice. For example, inventory is carried on the bonks on a
"forest district basis,” instead of in exploitation units (Virtschaftsfiguren).
The accounting practice used is designed primarily for business control.

The most important factor of a balance sheet or closing statement is the
status of inventory and stocks held by an enterprise. Thus, with the state
forest enterprise, the decisive factor is the reserve of standing timber in
the forests. It need hardly be explained that this standing reserve cannot be
evaluated either as to quantity or wvalue Tor inclusion in an annual statement.
Scientific forestry experience has shown that these reserves estimates inevitably
contain errors of as ruizh as plus or minus 20 vercent, thus a total error range
of 4O percent. At the stme time the rate of growth varies only from 3 to 7 pere~
cent. An estimate of value would contain sn even greater margin of error. In
addition to the foregoing, there is no way of checking to what extent the state
forest enterprises, which constantly require large subsidies, exist on the earna-
ings of current production or on their sapital [timber reserves]. The paper
war and the constant reporting on plaen progress are also a mreat burden to the
enterprises.

The pressure to maintain themselves without subsldies is intended to force
the enterprises into more intensive work. in practice, their solution undoubtedly
lies more in the direction of ever-increasing plundering of the timber reserves,
the more so since the personnel is poorly equipped for mere intensive and rational
work, whereas reduction of timber reserves can hardly be detected.

Since it is virtually impossible to effect centrel supervision of a state
forest enterprise ranging in aren from 20,000-25,000 hectares, often in widely
scattered parcels, there has in the meantime again been a tendency to quietly
decentralize operations and to turn over a portion of the work which should be
carried out by the enterprise manager to the instructors anu district lemders.

Bach state Torest enterprisc has its own tronspertation pool. The vehicles
require enormous expenditures. For example, the transpertation pool of a state
forest enterprise in 3achsen inclules 15 trucks, 12 tractors, and 30 horses, to-
gether with the required personnel. The operation could in no Wway be called
profitable,

The state Torest enterprises are subcrdinste 40 the "Adminlstration of |
State Forest Enterprises” at the Kreis level and to the corresponding "Main
Administretion” on the ministry level. Zver since the completion of the fores%
reserves survey of 10iQ, interested foresters hnve worlted toward the re-establish-
ment of a so-called "Forestry Program” (Forsteirrichtung), i.e., for the estab-
lishment of long-range forest plans for 10-20 years in each district. These
efforte did not take concrete form until 1952-17153, 3asically, the forestry pro-
pram effort in each district was rreceded by a  timier stand survey (stendortser -
kundung) and mapping.  For these purposes a forestry mrogram hoard was estab -
lished for each of the former five Laender. Laclh: of the beards is divided into
a division for forestry programing and a division for timber stand survey. These
bonrds, located in Schwerin, Fotsdam, Halle, Dresden, and Weimar, are not sub-
ordinate to the administrations of state forest enterprises, but are responsible
directly to the Minisiry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Directives for the timber stand survey vere given by the Institute for
Timber Stand Survey (Institut fuer forstliche Standortseriundung) in Eberswalde.
The timber survey had alreondy been storted in the forestry research districts
of the institute as early as 1951. This is a diflicult task, which requires
extraordinary specialized knowledge, forestry training, and experience. The
staffs for this assigmment zre mede up largely of graduates of forestry trade
schools and, to a lesser extent, of graduate foresters from the forestry schools -
of EBast Germany, who did not receive their treining until after 1945.) ‘
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Only & vers - ; . N emsiny
Y & very small number are older, experienced sorestry officials. Althngh

all of the vorkers were glven o 3.month introductory course (4 hours o week

had to be devoteg to "lectures on social science"), the results would sti3] :

have to be calleg inadequate, in view of the general lgck of specialized train. Ilq’

ing. This does not mean that the master foresters assigned to this croject do I.; .

not work intensively and with great interest » especlally since g ninimun of { N

politieal difficulties could arige in this Particular field of work. Scientific

tutes in Eberswalde, Jena, ang Tharandt.

The forestry brogram effort i1s concurrent with the timber waApping, whicl }
is the actual basis for the forestry Irogran. The forestry school at Tberswalde

curries out the fielq direction of thege efforts and, in vractice, directs the ;
five s0-calleg "plan brigades” of 60-80 nen each, althouph these are officially

subordinate to the forest administration.

The forestry brogram plan goal ig that, by 1960, al1 districts will bve
supplied with new detailed local rograns (Einrichtungswer}:e). Taking fnto Y
account the fact that, with 103 state forest enterprises, each brigade will
have tgo Survey an average of 2] state forest enterpriges (50 ta 70 former

forest boards), it would seem that this plan goal will only be achieved much
later.

Private forest lands (farmers’ and church woodlands) vere merged into 83
Kreis forest boards ag or } January 1952, Depending on the forest land area,
each of these 88 takes in private fang only private) woodlands of several Kreige.,
_ These Kreis forest boards, with an average 10,000 hectareg of forest land, are
! state administrative organs and supervige the exploitation of the farmers’
woodlands, assure adherence to the cutting goals, and exercise state povers and
control over all foreat lands.

The Kreis forest boards are distributed as follows:

Humber of “reig

Bezirk Number of Kreige Forest Boards |
Rostock 1h 6 |
Schwerin 11 6 ‘
. Neubrandenburg 1h 6 !
N Frankfurt /oder 10 5 ‘
Cottbug 14 6
Potsdan 17 8
Magdebury 22 8 1
' Halle 22 h
Karl Marx-Stadt 26 9
Dresden 17 7 {
Leipzig 13 13 |
Suhl 8 5 {
Gera 13 5
Erfurt 15 9

As the foregoing table shows, the Xreis ferent boardg 2over two to foup
Kreise, i.e., nn area over which the Kreis raster forester cap have practically
no influence, from a forestry point or vlew. Yhere the farmers' woodlands have
been merged into forest cooperatives, the Kreis master Tforester depends on the !
so0=-called farmer ~forester and, where thig ig not possible, on the Torester ap.
pointed by the Kreis council to administer the state forests. The forest sur-
veys initiated in the Private forests have not yet been completed. Tipher stand
surveys and mapping, as well as forestry Programs, have not gg yet Seen scheduleq
for the private woodlands. In view of the long-term commitments in the state :
Torests, such efforts are not likely to be made soon. {
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The Kreis master forester's duties do not include such survey and planning
responsibilities. First and foremost, the Kreis forester has ;he duty of see-
ing that the plan goals are met by the farmers!' woodlaris and, secondly, of
reducing private cutting in the fermers' woodlands as nuch as vossible, since
such timber is earmarked for meeting the plan goal.

The Kreis forest boards are pars of the Xreis counsils and are subordinate
&t the Bezirk level and in %he Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry to the for-
estry sections of the departments for agriculture. In this way, the state for-
ests and the private forests are subordinate to separate authority at both the
Bezirk and the ministericl levels.

VIII. DXFLOITATION OF THE FOREST WORICIRS

In East Germany, nct only the forest lands, but also the forest workers are
sut jected to destructive exploitation. With poor and inadequate equipment, and
under primitive worxing conditvions, she workers are driven with the whip of
Work norms to overfulfill the pian targets.

Timber cutting and luzber wtilizaticn in Last Germany suffered under Soviet
occupation from the very beginnuing from a lack of equirment and other difficulties
vhich have not as yet been completel:r climinated. The forest worker suffers most
of all from this situation. Timber nas 4o be cut with tools which are insdequate
both as to number and quality; weod utilizaticn suffers from inadequate transport
Tacilities, resuliing in unceonomis distribution to the consurers.

At the end of the war, tlere was still a certain stock of tools for timber
cutting, but this was far from enough to equiv the lorge mumber of workers who
had Lo be resruited in order to neet the Joriet plan coals.

All cfforts to ncquire these tools in West Gesmany failed in the face of
government refusal to makc aailable sufficient funds. EfTorts to obtain the
tools through barter trade were inadequate te <he tasl 2nd later vere hanned
altogether.

Enst German forestry is Rept on a very shwrt financial rein. It is ex-
pected to produte maximum quantitics of raw materials without being allocated
corresponding amounts o o Zillerts to obtuin the necessury tools in

East Germany were doomed besm the necessary raw stevials and producticn
! capaclty were not projested in <he o-onomic plan,
. b
Even today, the crosscui saws proiuced in Fast Gernnny are of such poor
quality that, L bent doubl., Shey do not spring back into shepe, Iven nxes

which carry the highest quality designations are inferior and chip. A particu-
larly bad bottleneck is the suy Ly o really usahle ¥iles. The supply of powver
saws 13 alse very unsatisfn-t ¥oo U Bhe 5ull number of power saws available,
the hows spent on repair ci:eed 4ic¢ mumber of hours the saws are {in use. If
the saws vere zroduted in ast Ger 1y, they are of inferior quality; if they
come from West Germeny, there nre not enough spare parits.

Attenpts are mede to compensate for tle inadeguate supply of tools by
increased exploitation of human lator. Increased arcduction through "inereased
labor productivity" is the basic principle of the 3ED dictatorship and im-
pleeable "inereased lebor productivity” is the leitrotiv of 1ts ettitude toward
the worker. In addition to ideologizal-propaganda and naterial pressures, there
is an ever-increasing use of force and sompulsion to nchieve this end. All of
this is camouflaged with "volunteer," actually forced, "self-imposed obligations"
(Selbstverpflichtungen) and the like. The faet is that only 1f more is produced,
the Soviets and their 58D resime will be able %o tnlie more.
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After forestry was organized into state forest enterprises, the Zorest
worker, 0o, became an employee of the SED state and was virtually powerless
ageinst it. The lador unions, vhich in o democratic stete represent the inter-
ests of the worker, are not only powerless in the SED state, but have also be-
come the slavish defenders of the interests of the 5ED state.

The extensive interlocking personnel relationship of party, state, economy,
and "labor union" guarantces that the demonds of the workers will be throttled
and passed over, but that the deronds of the 32D Central Committee and of the
East German regime on the workers will always bYe vressed in the starpest anner,
The right to strike, the right tc quit, protection of motiers and youth, wage
rights, and the like, which in e democracy ore the backbone of the worxing iin,
have become empty phrases in Last Germany. it rerains is a "mueranteed minimun
hourly wage" of 0.50 DM (Hass).

The wages of forest worlters are low and lag behind those of similar working
groups. Timber cutbers and skilled forest workers are paid in accordance with .
group V, and conservation workers (nursery, etc.) are paid according to group IV i
and, in part, group ITI. The wage increase promised in 1950 was put off again
and again, until finally, after the uprisings of 17 June 1953, an increase was
approved.

Since August 1953, neurly wages in group III have been 0.90; in group IV,
0.98; end in group V, 1.02 DM (Bast). linimum performance wazes (Lelstungse
grundlohn) were set ot 1.0 in group III; 1.13 in rroup IV; and 1.2k DM (East)
in group V.

In comparing these wage scales with West German wages, 1t should be borne
in mind that the purchasing power of the mash Mark is only a fraction of that
of the West Mark, The Tirewood 2llowance of about 12 cubic meters per year
vas reduced to & cubic meters Tor married workers and 2 cubic meters for single
workers. Contract wages, us practized in the Wiest, were replaced by "production
nornms," that is, by means of "eellective work contracts” (Xollektiv-Arbeitsvert-
raegej and "norm catalomues.” An output norm is establishei for every forest
activity. This output norm is not set at the average output level, but is
rather based on short-spurt peak output Ly "activists" ard "Henneckes."

ot until the worker has exceeded this norm does he receive a contract wage,
called a "performance wage." The "norm offices” uader the SED have orders to
assume that if a norm has hoen exceeded, It s obviously been set too low and
to raise it accordingly. The forest worker has 10 legal means of reslsting this
speed -up system, since the” "irdustrial trade union"” (I5 Industrie Gewerkschaft)
for agriculture and forestry does not support him, but 1s rather a tool of the
SED dictatorship. It is a thellish exploitation system, which forces the forest
worker to exceed the norm in order to earr an adequate wage, “hus creeting the
whip which will impose even higher nerms in She Tuture.

One must also take note of the fact that the pocition o ihe worker is
further weakened oy the elimination of individusl and group v urx, that work is
nov done "collectively," in "trigades” under the supervision of a "brigadier,”
whose income level depends on o.erfulfillment of norms by the workers in the
brigede, and who is thus another whip over the workers. ‘hen all this is taken
into account, it becomes clear that the Sovict system is the ultimate in the
exploitation of human labor. '

The central norm catalogue Ior forestry in Zast Germany includes per-minute
rates and hardship bonuses ror every type of work, type of timber, etc., Hard-
ship bonuses are seldom zpplied, so as to force the workers to exceed the estab-
lished norm in order to eurn an adequete wage.
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The enterprise collective contract in state forest enterprises in East L. m
Germany hardly deserves the name contract, since it is prepared by officials i -
and submitted to the enterprises, which may discuss the contract, but, in any :;
case, are finally forced to accept it. The enterprise collestive contract ds 1Y :
expanded by the enterprise itself, in that many members of the enterprise, or :\i .
even the enterprise itselt, are forced to take on extra duties. Thus we see ?

many examples of the following: "To increase labor productivity by 5 percent;‘ !

reduce operating costs by 4.5 percent; to review the work norms and organize - A L
a continuing effort for increasing the norms; to organize instruction brigades ‘ i
under the leadership of production innovators and activists ," etec. f

Supplies of shoes and clothing are even worse than those of tools. Shoes
are so inadequate that it is impossible for a worker to keep his feet dry when N "
there 1s rain or snow. In addition, the prices of shoes and clothing bear no
relation to wages. The forest worker in East Germany necessarily has a lower
living standard than his West German colleague. It need hardly be said that
the forest workers, in his out-of -the way village and isolated working site,
suffers far more from the economic and political lack of liberty than his more
comgpactly organized industrial colleagues in the city.

Up to the present, the SED and the FDGB (Free German Trade Unions Feder-
ation) have not yet been able to win the support of the forest workers for the
SED dictatorship. The Industrial Union for agriculture and Forestry (IG Land
und Forst) makes vain efforts to organize comgetitions for the overfulfilment

. of the plen among the forest workers and to stimulate them to take on self-
imposed obligations. The forest workers of East Germany reject Soviet working
metheds.

The forest workers of Fast Germany place all of their hopes on a reunifi- :
cation of Germany in freedom. They unequivocally support truly free and demo- {
cratic elections and have expressed as much in meetings of the Industrial Union
for Agriculture and Forestry, as well ns in meetings of state forestry enter-
prises.

APPENDIX. LIST OF STATE FORESTRY ENTERPRISES I THE SOVIET ZONE

I. Bezirk Rostock I
' 1. Ruegen in Werder near Sassnitsz
2. Greifswald in Wolgast !
. Schueniiagen in Kreis Stralsund ‘
4. Rostock in Roevershagen
5. Wismar in Neukloster ‘

II. Bezirk Schwerin {

6. Schwerin in Seclwerin, Schlossgartenallee 36 !

7. Hagenow in Toddin

8. Ludwigslust in Ludwigslust, Wilhelm-Pieck Str. k2

9. Perleberg in Perleberg, Baeckerstrasse 20 .

10. Parchim ir Parchim, Stalinellee 25 !

11. Guestrow in Guestrow, Langestege ‘
- 28 -

B Al val

L

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700240231-7



. orort o Relonte . 0700240231-7
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00

r

III. Bezirk Neubrandenburg

12. Malchin in Dargun

13. Waren in Waren, Fontanestr,

1h. Malchow in Malchow

15. Mirow in Mirow

16. Neubrandenburg in Burg Stargarg

17. Neustrelitg in Al Strelitz, Fuerstenberger Str. 33
18. Eggesin in Eggesin

19. Torgelow in Torgelow

26. Lychen in Lychen

2l. Templin in Templin

IV. Bezirk Potsdam
== _Covsdam

22, Fuerstenberg/l{ in Fuerstenberg/ﬂ, Bahnhofstr. 21

23. Rheinsberg in Rheinsbverg

2. Karnzow in Karnzow near Kyritz

25.  Altruppin in Altruppin, Friedr. Engel Str. 33a

26. Orenienturg in Borgsdorf, Bahnhofstr. 17

27. Potsdam in Babelsberg, Steinstr. 1

28. Rathenow, in Rathenow, Ferdinand-Lasalle Str. 11

29. Lehin in Belzig/Mark, Wittenberg Str, 1

30. Luckerwalde in Luc'rcenwalde, Platz der Jugend -

31. Koenigs Wusterhauzen in Koenigs-’dusterhausen, Friedrich-Engels
Strasse 7

V. Bezirk Frankfurt (0der)
~£zirk Frankfurt (Oder.

32. Hangelsberg in Iiangelsberg near Fuerstenwalde

33. Gross Schoenebeck in Gross Schoenebeck, Schlossgrsse k2l

34.  Joachimsthal in Joachimsthal, Grimnitzerstr, 11

35. Eberswalde in Eberswalde, Fichtestr.

36. Muencheberg in Muencheberg, Krs, Seelow, Florastr. 6

37. Kolpin in Kolpin near Storkow/Mark

38. Frankfurt (0der) in Muellrose, Gubener Str, 7

]

) VI. Bezirk Cottbus r

39. Peitz in Peitz, August-Bebel Str. 27

40, Weisswasser in Weisswasser, August -Bebel Styp, 49

4, Hoyerswerda in Hoyerswerda, Steinstrasse

k2. ALt Doebern in Alt Doebern

43. Luebben in Luebben, Friedenstr. 2

I, Doberlug-Kirchhain in Doberlug-ﬁrchhuin, Hauptstr., 18

45, Falkenberg in Falkenberg/Elster, Schulstr, 16

L6, Annaburg in Annaburg Krs. Jessen, Holzdorfer Str.

1
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b,
L48.
Lo,
50.
51.
52.
23.
5k,

56.

57.
53.

59.
60,
61.
62.
63.

64,
65.

67.
63,
69.
70.

TL.
T2.
73.
T4,

75
76.
e
78.

8o.
81.
82.
83.

-
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Zerbst

Burg

Genthin
Colbitz
Salzwedel
Gardelegen
Haldensleben
Wernigerode
Elbingerocde
Blankenburg

Ballenstedt
Mansfeld

Dessau
Rosslau
Tornau
Zlegelroda
Rossla

Hordhausen
Helligenstadt
Sondershausen
Muehlhausen
Eisenach
Gotha

Bad Berka

Jena
Gera
Schlejz,
Saalfeld

Gehren

Heuhaus
Sonneberg
Eisfeld
Hildburghausen
Suhl
Zella-Mehlis
Meiningen,

Bad Salzungen

VII. Bezirk Mnsgeburg

VIII.

1X.

K.

LI.

in Nedlitz, Xrs. Zerbst

in Detershagen, Krs. Burg

in Genthin, O4P-Strasse

in Colbitz-Rabensol, Krs. Wolmirstedt
in Salzwedel, Bahnhofatr. 6

in Gardelegen, Bahnhofstr. 22

in Bischofswald near Haldensleben

in Wernigerode, Lindenallee 27

in Elbingerode-Buechenberg, Krs. Wernigerode
in Blankenburg Krs. Quedlinburg,
Sehleunitzstr. 9

Bezirk Halle

in Ballenstedt, Hrs. Quedlinburg

in Mansfeld Krs, Bisleben, Sangerhauser
Str. 34

in Dessau-Heideburg

in Rosslau, 0dF-Strasse 51

in Tornau near Dueben, Krs. Bitterfeld
in Ziegelroda Krs. Querfurt

in Rogsla, Krs. Sangerhaugen,
Hallesche Str. 62

Bezirk Zrfurt

in Ilfeld

in Knickhagen near Heiligenstadt
in Sondershausen, 3talinalle sh
in Muehlhausen, on the Tonberg 1
in Eisenach, Mariental T

in Gothn, Huttenstr. 11

in Bod Berka, Ilmstrasse

Bezirk Gera

in Jena, Unterer Philosophenweg 33
in Weida, Bahnhofstr. 29

in Heinrichsruh near Schleigz

in Saalfeld

Bezirk Suhl
oot oAl

in Gehren

in Katzhuette

in Sonncberg, 'eisser Ranen 34

in Eisfeld, Jostus-Jonas-Str. 9

in Haeselried

in Suhl, Meininger Strasse

in Zella-Mehlis, Amtsstr. 21

in Meiningen, Taueringer Schloss

in Bad Salzungen, Heinrich-Heine Str. 7

30 -




' ‘ 07112 - 0 0700240231-7
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00
a

-

XIT. Bezirk Dresden
—=aop Lresden

8L, Niesky in Niesky, Sonnenveg 9

85. Loeban in Loebau/sa. Herwigsdorfer Sty, 31
86. Bautzep in Bautzen, Am Stadtwalj

87. Kameng in Kamenz, Poststr. g

88. Sebnity in Secbnitz, Strasse q. Freundschaft
89. Koenigstein/Elbe in Koenigstein/Elbe, Pirnger Str.
90. Dippoldiswalde in Kersdorf near Dresden - A 28 Lang
9l. Dresden in Dresden - H.15

KII. Bezirk LeiEziE

92. Wermsdors in Yermsdorf Bez. Leipzig, Hubertugstr. 2 i
93. Torgau/Elbe in Torgau/Elbe, Baeckersiw, 15 . |
9%, Grimma in Grimma/Sa., Ernst-Thaelmann Str. 16

95. Altenburg in Altenburg, Leipziger Str, 1

V. Bezirk Karl -Marx-5iadt
————r crarx-siadt

96. Floeha in Plaue, Krs, Floeha, Uhlepark A4
97. Freiberg in Loessnitz near Freiberg/Sa
98. Marienberg in Marienberg, Erzgebirge, Park 3
99. Annaberg in Annaberg-Buchhelz 1
100, Schwarzenberg in Sohwarzenberg/Erzgebirge
101. Eibenstock in Eibenstock/Erzgebirge
102. Zwickau in Zwickau/Sa.
103. Tannenbergsthal in Tannenbergsthal/\fogtland
104, Oelsnitg in Oelsnitz/Vogtland, Wehrstr, U4
~END .
'
il
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